10/31/2018 wh

Ei eenaduindia.com/states/south/assam/guwahatidistrict/2018/04/28070328/Local-expectations-taken-into-account-Finance-
Commission.vpf

Singh discussed issues related to financial and administrative process of the Autonomous Councils and also
their expectations from the Finance Commission, an official release said.

The Autonomous Councils present in the meeting included Bodoland Territorial Council, Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council, Dima Hasao Autonomous Council, Deori Autonomous Council, Tiwa Autonomous
Council, among others.

Also Read: Assam has a 'long way to go' to match national average of development parameters: Fin
Commission

The councils put forth their suggestions of preserving the indigenous culture and dialects of the small ethnic
groups and requested the commission to provide funds for the purpose.

The commission also had a meeting with various industry bodies including Assam Chamber of Commerce,
Confederation of Indian Industry, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Assam Branch
of indian Tea Association, Indian Chamber of Commerce, All Assam Small Scale Industries Association, among
others.

Read Also: Protests rocks Assam a day after cabinet expansion

Assam Additional Chief secretary Ravi Kapoor gave an introduction of the industries in Assam like tea, oil,

plastic, agro and food processing, bamboo etc and the problems facing them.
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The team of the 15th Finance Commission led by Singh concluded their two-day visit to the state today.
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The 15th Finance Commission has taken into account the expectations of the local people while assessing the
finances of Assam, its chairman N K Singh on Friday said.

Singh discussed issues related to financial and administrative process of the Autonomous Councils and also
their expectations from the Finance Commission, an official release said. The Autonomous Councils present in
the meeting included Bodoland Territorial Council, Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council, Dima Hasao
Autonomous Council, Deori Autonomous Council, Tiwa Autonomous Council, among others.

The councils put forth their suggestions of preserving the indigenous culture and dialects of the small ethnic
groups and requested the commission to provide funds for the purpose. The commission also had a meeting
with various industry bodies including Assam Chamber of Commerce, Confederation of Indian Industry,
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Assam Branch of Indian Tea Association, Indian
Chamber of Commerce, All Assam Small Scale Industries Association, among others.

Assam Additional Chief secretary Ravi Kapoor gave an introduction of the industries in Assam like tea, oil,
plastic, agro and food processing, bamboo etc and the problems facing them. The team of the 15th Finance
Commission led by Singh concluded their two-day visit to the state today.
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Guwahati, Apr 26 (PTI) The 15th Finance Commission today said Assam has a "long way to go" to catch up with
national average in terms of overall development, although the state has made significant progress during the
fast 2-3 years.

"In the last 2-3 years, Assam achieved significant progress with recent spurt in growth. it has seen growth
increasing, maintained overall macro-economic stability along with improvement in indicators of human
resource development," 15th Finance Commission Chairman N K Singh said at a press conference here.

The Commission, which is on a two-day visit to the state to hold consultations with various stakeholders, is of
the view that Assam needs to grow more than double digit numbers to catch up with national average of
development parameters, he added.

“The state also needs to catch up to other key parameters like education and health. Quality of expenditure is
important. There is a long way to go to increase the percentage of capital expenditure in overall revenue
expenditure,” Singh said.

He informed that the Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has brought to the notice of the Commission
about lesser collection of tax revenue due to implementation of GST.

"It may be due to transitional impact and devaluation issue of GST. Getting lesser funds by the 14th Finance
Commission has also been brought to our notice. It may not be done intentionally. We will see how we can
help to not slow down the economic growth of the state," Singh said.

He pointed out that the central government had guaranteed a 14 per cent buoyancy, so Assam should wait for
some more time.

Singh also said that the Commission has been informed about the withdrawal of special category status state
to Assam, because of which externally aided projects have been affected.

“This is a consequence of abolition of Planning Commission. We have to study this. The issue of special
category status to states is not a part of the terms and conditions of Finance Commission. This is an executive
status. The entire fiscal stability of a state is under the purview of Finance Commission," he added.

He said that Assam faces enormous challenges due to natural calamities such as flood and erosion by
Brahmaputra and other rivers, for which a holistic view is needed to be taken. PTI TR MK)
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Local expectations taken into account: Finance Commission

Guwahati, Apr 27 The 15th Finance Commission has taken into account the expectations of the local people
while assessing the finances of Assam, its chairman N K Singh today said.

Singh discussed issues related to financial and administrative process of the Autonomous Councils and also
their expectations from the Finance Commission, an official release said.

The Autonomous Councils present in the meeting included Bodoland Territorial Council, Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council, Dima Hasao Autonomous Council, Deori Autonomous Council, Tiwa Autonomous
Council, among others.

The councils put forth their suggestions of preserving the indigenous culture and dialects of the small ethnic
groups and requested the commission to provide funds for the purpose.

The commission also had a meeting with various industry bodies including Assam Chamber of Commerce,
Confederation of Indian Industry, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Assam Branch
of Indian Tea Association, Indian Chamber of Commerce, All Assam Small Scale Industries Association, among
others.

Assam Additional Chief secretary Ravi Kapoor gave an introduction of the industries in Assam like tea, oil,
plastic, agro and food processing, bamboo etc and the problems facing them.

The team of the 15th Finance Commission led by Singh concluded their two-day visit to the state today.

More from Website
More from Outlook Magazine
Disclaimer :- This story has not been edited by Outlook staff and is auto-generated from news agency feeds.
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He pointed out that the Central government had guaranteed a 14 per cent buoyancy, so Assam should wait for
some more time.

Guwahati: The chairman of the 15th Finance Commission, who arrived in Assam on Friday, said that all the
departments should give priority to finalisation of the accounts and if they fail to do so not only the respective
departments but state will have to suffer. Asserting that Assam has a “long way to go” to catch up with
national average in terms of overall development, the chairman of the commission, N.K. Singh, said, “In the last
2-3 years, Assam achieved significant progress with recent spurt in growth. It has maintained overall macro-
economic stability along with improvement in indicators of human resources development.”

The members of the commission, who met the representatives of various political parties and members of the
autonomous district councils, also stressed the need of brining financial discipline in utilisation of the funds.
“The state also needs to catch up to other key parameters like education and health. Quality of expenditure is
important. There is a long way to go to increase the percentage of capital expenditure in overall revenue
expenditure,” Mr Singh said.

He informed that Assam chief minister Sarbananda Sonowal has brought to the notice of the commission
about lesser collection of tax revenue due to implementation of GST. “it may be due to transitional impact and
devaluation issue of GST. Getting lesser funds by the 14th Finance Commission has also been brought to our
notice. It may not be done intentionally. We will see how we can help to not slow down the economic growth
of the state,” Mr Singh said.

He pointed out that the Central government had guaranteed a 14 per cent buoyancy, so Assam should wait for
some more time.

“This is a consequence of abolition of Planning Commission. We have to study this. The issue of special
category status to states is not a part of the terms and conditions of Finance Commission. This is an executive
status. The entire fiscal stability of a state is under the purview of Finance Commission,” he added.

He also said that Assam faces enormous challenges due to natural calamities such as flood and erosion by
Brahmaputra.

Tags: 15th finance commission, sarbananda sonowal, n.k. singh
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15th FC meets autonomous councils, industry leaders in
Assam

Guwahati, Apr 27 (UNI} The aspirations and expectations of the local people needs to be met for preserving
the cultural identity, Chairman of the 15th Finance Commission NK Singh aid here today, after holding
interactive sessions with representatives of various Autonomous Councils and participants from the Trade and
Industry sector of Assam.

The team of the 15th Finance Commission, led by Singh, held a meeting with the Autonomous Councils of the
State as a part of their three-day visit, concluding today, to assess the state of the finances of Assam.
Members of the several Autonomous Councils presented memorandums of their problems and suggestions to
the Commission.

The Chairman discussed about the issues related to financial and administrative process of the Councils and
also about their expectations from the 15th Finance Commission.

The Autonomous Councils present in the meeting, including Bodoland Territorial Council, Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council, Dima Hasao Autonomous Council, Deori Autonomous Council and Tiwa Autonomous
Council, discussed problems regarding various socio-economic factors of their respective regions.

They requested the Commission to allot funds for better connectivity i.e. construction of roads, highways etc
for their areas.

The autonomous councils put forth their suggestions of preserving the indigenous culture and dialects of the
small ethnic groups and requested the commission to provide funds for the purpose.

The Autonomous Councils also talked about the problems of the agricultural and tourism sectors of their
regions.

These sectors have huge scope for development and special consideration and financing mechanism for these
were discussed by the members to the Commission for the issues to be solved.

The Commission also had a meeting with members from the Trade and Industries Sector of the State.
Members from different setups like the Assam Chamber of Commerce, Confederation of Indian Industry,
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries, Assam Branch of Indian Tea Association, Indian
Chamber of Commerce, All Assam Small Scale Industries Association among others shared their
recommendations and suggestions with the Commission.

Ravi Kapoor, Additional Chief secretary, Government of Assam, shared a brief introduction of the industries in
Assam like the tea industry, oil industry, plastic industry, agro and food processing industry, bamboo industry
etc and the problems they were facing.

The Commission noted the complexity of these issues and the solutions to them were discussed in the
meeting.

The members from the Trade and Commerce industries asked the Commission for the need to develop the
local industries by providing funds for their sustainable growth.

Issues related to infrastructure and connectivity to the different neighborhood States for better productivity
was also discussed.

The need for the development of the Small and the micro industries was discussed for achieving sustainable

development goals.
hitp:fiwwwiunlpglg; oy ~/15th-fe-meets-autonomous-councils-industry-leaders-in-assam/States/news/1212698. html 2
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15th Finance Commission to explore ways to boost
Assam's per-capita income

Press Trust of India | New Delhi April 24, 2018 Last Updated at 21:20 IST

The 15th Finance Commission will explore ways to enhance per-capita income of Assam as it embarks on a two-
day visit to the state tomorrow, an official statement said.

Despite acceleration in growth momentum, the state will have to take enormous developmental measures to
catch up with national averages particularly with respect to per capita income, the commission said.

"It is a matter of concern that per capita income of Assam is significantly lower than all India average which
itself is lower than other emerging markets. Commission, therefore, would seek to explore opportunity of what
structural, administrative and other changes are necessary by way of augmenting resources of state and also its
proper utilization," it added.

The 15th Finance Commission, led by Chairman N K Singh, will assess the state of the finances of Assam, its
socio-economic challenges and understand the efforts of the state government to tackle these.

"There are significant opportunities for accelerating the momentum in the state's health, educational and
economic outcomes. Demographic diversities give rise to myriad socio-cultural conditions and contingencies
offering developmental challenges of various forms," it said.

The other members of the Commission include Shaktikanta Das, Anoop Singh, Ashok Lahiri and Ramesh
Chand.

hitps:fiwww.business-standard.com/article/printer-friendly-version?article_id=118042401238_1 11
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15th Finance Commission to explore ways to boost
Assam's per-capita income

PTI! Apr 24, 2018, 09.22 PM IST

New Delhi, Apr 24 () The 15th Finance Commission will explore ways to enhance per-capita income of Assam as it embarks on
a two-day visit to the state tomorrow, an official statement said.

Despite acceleration in growth momentum, the state will have to take enormous developmental measures to catch up with
national averages particularly with respect to per capita income, the commission said.

"It is a matter of concern that per capita income of Assam is significantly lower than all India average which itself is lower than
other emerging markets. Commission, therefore, would seek to explore opportunity of what structural, administrative and other
changes are necessary by way of augmenting resources of state and also its proper utilization,” it added.

The 15th Finance Commission, led by Chairman N K Singh, will assess the state of the finances of Assam, its socio-economic
challenges and understand the efforts of the state government to tackle these.

"There are significant opportunities for accelerating the momentum in the state's health, educational and economic outcomes.
Demographic diversities give rise to myriad socio-cultural conditions and contingencies offering developmental challenges of
various forms," it said.

The other members of the Commission include Shaktikanta Das, Anoop Singh, Ashok Lahiri and Ramesh Chand. JD MKJ
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Guwahati: Members of the 15th Finance Commission, visiting Assam for three days from Wednesday, said the
state will have to make enormous development strides to catch up with national averages.

The commission, led by its chairman N.K. Singh, will meet chief minister Sarbananda Sonowal, ministers,
officials and representatives of various organisations to assess the state of the finances of the state, its socio-
economic challenges and understand the efforts of the state government to tackle these.

Assam is the second state to be visited by the commission, the first being Arunachal Pradesh.

"It is a matter of concern that the per capita income of Assam is significantly lower than the all-india average,
which itself is lower than other emerging markets. It would seek to explore opportunities of what structural,
administrative and other changes are necessary by way of augmenting resources of state and also its proper
utilisation,” the commission said in a statement.

Admitting the special characteristics of Assam and notwithstanding acceleration in growth momentum, the
commission said it will have to make enormous strides to catch up with national averages, particularly with
respect to per capita income.

It said though the state of |ate has made visible strides in growth and socio-economic development, endemic
structural issues needs to be addressed in a time-bound manner,

Though the state is rich in terms of oil, gas and other natural resources, industrialisation and urbanisation
remain limited.

Infant mortality rate and maternal mortality rate is higher than the national average, life expectancy is lower
than the all-India average and per capita income of Rs 67,620 was lower than all India average of Rs 1,03,870.

The commission will make an in-depth study of the recent developments and future possibilities of economic
growth and development of the state, which will be based on the various interactions and meetings that the
commission is scheduled to have in Assam during its visit.

https:/iwww.telegraphindia.com/states/north-east/panel-to-study-assam-finances/cid/1447269
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By League Northeast Desk April 25, 2018

GUWAHATI (Assam): The Fifteenth Finance Commission of the Government of India is visiting Assam, the
gateway to the North East of India from 25th to 27th April 2018.

The Commission will assess the state of the finances of Assam, its socio-economic challenges and understand the
efforts of the State Government to tackle these,

Assam, of late, has made visible strides in growth and socio-economic development, transcending its
geographical and historical challenges.

However, there are significant opportunities for accelerating the momentum in the State’s health, educational
and economic outcomes. Demographic diversities give rise to myriad socio-cultural conditions and
contingencies offering developmental challenges of various forms.

Notwithstanding recent growth spurt, endemic structural issues need to be addressed in a time-bound
manner.

During the three-day visit, the Finance Commission led by the Chairman Shri N.K.Singh, Members — Shri
Shaktikanta Das, Anoop Singh, Ashok Lahiri and Ramesh Chand will have meetings with Chief Minister,
Ministers and other officials of the state.

Detailed presentations will be made on the finances of the State Government. The Commission will also meet
leaders of various political parties, Representatives of Autonomous Councils, Representatives of Trade and
Industry viz, Chambers of Commerce/Assam branch of FICCI, Assam Branch of Indian Tea Association, and
other stakeholders to understand the opportunities and the challenges in the state.

There will also be an interactive session with Urban Local Bodies and Panchayati Raj Institutions.

Assam is the second state that will be visited by the Fifteenth Finance Commission, the first being Arunachal
Pradesh.

It is an integral part of the agenda of the Finance Commission to visit different States, understand their
developmental requirements and their resource availability, and then firm up its conclusions, recommendations
and Report.

Background :
Key Socio-Economic Indicators during 2016 -17:

1. The economy of the state is primarily agricultural. As per Census 2011, about 50% of the total workforce
still depend on agriculture, Even though the state is rich in terms of oil, gas and other natural resources,
industrialisation and urbanisation remain limited.

2. Notwithstanding, the service sector has become important in the state’s economy in the recent past.

3. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR} at 47 per 1,000 live births was higher than all India average (37 per 1,000 live
births).

4. Maternal Mortality Rate is also much higher than the National Average.

5. Life expectancy at 64.7 years was lower than the all India average (68.3 years),

htlp:llleagueoﬁn&amﬁ:@mm%-mﬂﬁmmng%maﬁttﬁl-lal-ﬁﬁgﬂ-wgﬁﬁmsgkzﬁ%m-todayi
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7. Decadal population growth (16.93%) of the State was lower than that of the country (17.64%).
8. Per capita income of INR 67,620 was lower than all India average of INR 1,03,870.

Commission to explore ways and means to enhance Per Capita Income of Assam:

The Commission recognizes the special characteristics of Assam and notwithstanding acceleration in growth
momentur; it will have to make enormous development strides to catch up with national averages particularly
with respect to per capita income.

It is a matter of concern that per capita income of Assam is significantly lower than All India average which itself
is lower than other emerging markets.

Commission, therefore, would seek to explore the opportunity of what structural, administrative and other
changes are necessary by way of augmenting resources of the state and also its proper utilization.

The Finance Commission needs to make an in-depth Study of the recent developments and future possibilities
of economic growth and development of Assam.
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The 15th Finance Commission will explore ways to enhance per-capita income of Assamn as it embarks on a
two-day visit to the state on Wednesday, an official statement said.

Despite acceleration in growth momentum, the state will have to take enormous developmental measures to
catch up with national averages particularly with respect to per capita income, the commission said.

“It is a matter of concern that per capita income of Assam is significantly lower than all India average which
itself is lower than other emerging markets. Commission, therefore, would seek to explore opportunity of what
structural, administrative and other changes are necessary by way of augmenting resources of state and also
its proper utilization,” it added.

The 15th Finance Commission, led by Chairman N K Singh, will assess the state of the finances of Assam, its
socio-economic challenges and understand the efforts of the state government to tackle these.

https:iiwww.northeasttoday.in/15th-finance-commission-to-explore-ways-to-boost-assams-per-capita-income/



10/31/2018 15th Finance Commission to Explore Ways to Boost Assam's Per-Capita Income » Northeast Today 7

“There are significant opportunities for accelerating the momentum in the state’s health, educational and
economic outcomes. Demographic diversities give rise to myriad socio-cultural conditions and contingencies
offering developmental challenges of various forms,” it said.

The other members of the Commission include Shaktikanta Das, Anoop Singh, Ashok Lahiri and Ramesh
Chand.

-PTI
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Sonowal has urged upon
the 15th Finance Commission to
propose an inter-State border
development programme in the
Northeast which would greatly benefit

Drawing an auention to the
Chairman and other members of the

from FC for funds
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Finance Commission assesses indicators

Panel advice on
Assam growth rate

: The Telegraph
:English

: Daily

: Guwahati

2 Hy /2018

SUMIR KARMAKAR

Guwahati: The 15th Finance
commission on Thursday said
Assam has to maintain double
digit growth rate for a least
another decade to bridge the
gap between its per capita in-
come and the national aver-

age.

After o review meeting of
the state’s financial position
here, the chairman of the com-
misgjon, NX. Singh, seid
though the state made signifl--
cant progress and achieved its
fiscal targets in the past two
years, it needs to improve its
indicators such as maternal
mortality, quality in expendi-
ture and 100 per cent metering
of its electricity consumption.

The state government offi-
clals said the per capita in-

| come was Rs 67,620 against all-

Indis average of Re 1,08,870.
The gross state domestic prod-
uct of Assam stood at 10.55 per
cent at current price in 2016-

7.

“It is & matter of concern
that pér capita income of
Assam ia significantly lower
than the all-India average,’
which itself is lower than
other emerging markets,” the
commission had earlier sald.

“Tha state faces Berious

disasters like flood and ero-
sion and chief minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal on Thurs-
raised the matter of pro-
tection of Majuli island from
erosion. The state has been
asked to submit a detailed pro-
posalon this,” Singh-sald.

The infant mortality rate
in Assam is'd7 per 1,000 live
births in Assam against the
national average of 37.

The maternal mertality
rate Is highest with 300 against
1 iakh births against 167 na-
tonally.

Life expectancy in Assam
is84.7 yeara while the all-India
average is 68.8 years, The
state's literacy rate was 72.2
per cent against the all-India
percentageof 73.

Sonowal in hiz address
urged the finance commission

" state’s overall revenue collec-

to increase allocation to ad-
dress flood and ergsion, devel-
opment needs of the Sixth
Schedule areas and the infra-
structure development of bor-

ternal security,” he said.
Sonowal sald though the

tion in the past two years had
increased by at least 20 per
cent, the experienceof GST till
now was not encouraging.

“There 1s an estimated 15
to 20 per cent loss when collec-
tion was compared with ex-

ted revenue on a monthly
basis,” he said.

On the GST issue, Singh
said GST was not in its terms
of reference but it would look
into the entire financial situa-

The state also informed the
commission that the Centre
gave nio compensation for the
Joss of estimated Rs 8,400 crore |
it had incurred because of
withdrawal of the special cate-
gurystatestntuab}'the 14th Fi-
nanee Commission. The spe-
cial category state status had
offered 9010 funding pattern
for centrally-sponsored
schemes,

A
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Finance Commission chairman
sadd, “The experience of GST auwalnﬁ.on
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- Tax collections down by 15-

- 20% due

GUWAHAT!, APR 26: Assam's experience
itious GST has notbeen good
as coliections have dropped by 15-20 per
centon month-on-month basis, Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal said today
Making his inaugural speech before the
visiting 15th Finance Commission,
Sonowal said: "The experience of GST N

- now has not been encouraging. There is

H

an estimated 15-20 per cent joss when
collections are compared with expected
revenue on month to month basis.”

Appealing the Commission to consider
this aspect so that Assam does not suf-
fer, he hoped that the situation will im-
prove in future with introduction of e-way
bilt among others.

*The ravenue collection of various tax-
es under the state government have
shown an average increase of around 20
and
The Chief Minister urged the

" lower per cap

to GST; Sonowal

per cent annually in the last two years
other than GST. it was possible because
of better system and controfling corrup-’
tion,* Sonowal 3aid. !

He infarmed that the taxes subsumed
under GST formed about 60 per’cent of

the state's tax revenue and 50 per cent of

{5 own revenug.

Sonowal said that Assam's budget ex-
penditure has gone uptoRs 70,000 crore
in 2017-18 from Rs 42,000 crore in 2015-
16, while tHe capital expenditure jumped
to Rs 12,800 crore from Rs 4,900 crore in
the same period.

"Agsam got reduced share of central
taxes under the recommendations of the
14th Finance Commission on account of
yarious reasons. Assam has significantly.
ita income compar with
national average (Contd. on P-3). -

poor socio economic indicator.” he added.
Commission, who ison @ two-day visit to the state, to

consider the efforts in controlling flood and erosion as the top priority.

# St?l!ng that Assam faces challenges from
*Thig requires strengthening dnd modermisa

tions." ;

nsurgency and radical elements, he said:
tion of police infrastructure: This afdd has
suffered due to absence’ of any grant in the

last Finance Commission recommehda-

Sonowal also requested the Commission to propose an inter-state "and international

border development programme
disputes among them.

In North East benefiting all states in order to reduce

_Welcoming' the Commission, Assam Chief Secretary T Y Das said withdrawat of Spe-
culal Category status to the state has put additional burden in implementing the schemes.
Though some corrective measures were taken, but no step has been taken to com-

pensate the
Assam's per capita income is 63 per ce
‘[‘I = A = 4 -

losses due 16 withdrawal of Special

Category status,” she ‘said, adding .

nt of the national average.
- S

L]
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" Assam far away from India's per
- capita income; Finance Commission

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

BGUWAHATE: Chairman of the 15th
Finance Commission NK Singh on
Thursday said that Assam needs to

grow at ‘more than double digit,

numbers’ in the next decade for its
per capita income to catch gp with
the national average,

He added that the State Govern-
ment has made ‘significant
progress’ in achieving accelerated
growth rato in the last couple of
years, but thrust has to be to con-
tinue the momendum.

“It is a long way to go for the-state
to realize its high growth potential.
Besides catching up with the all-
india per capital Income, the state
also needs to catch up with the na-
tional average on some other key in-
dicators like education, heatth etc,
particularly in terms of the out-
come,” Singh sald, addressing a

press conference here an the sec-
ond day of a three-day visit of the

L X -

It is a long way to go for the stata to
reali2a its high growth potential, Be-
‘sidies catching up with the all-India per
capilal income, the state alsa needs fo
catch up with the national average on
Some other key indicators fike educa-
fion, health ele, particularly in tems of
the outcome,” Singh said

fulk team of the 15th Finance Com-
mission to the state.

The 15th Finance Commission
will cover a five-yoar period from
April 1, 2020, and has to submit its
final report by end of October, 2019,

He sald the state has made signi-
fication progress in the past two-
three years ‘in improving its own
revenue’, meeting the ‘daunting and
difficult’ fiscal targets and maintain-
Ing overall macro-economic stabil-

ity.

He pointed that the State needs
to improve the quality of expenditure
by focusing on allotting more to-
wards capital  (Conld. on Py 2)

= ot

: The Eastern Chronicle
:English

: Guwahati

2 74 /2018

an

to meet the infrastructure requirement.
g?grl:g i::‘g:ar sactor, Singh sald, “Strides have been made“lr;“lul::
power sector, but what needs improverment is the power aval d
while bringing down the tran;e.mnasno:te and s":;I!i]s;r‘l’hutinn losses an
1] meter u B
ﬁ:sgém?ﬁlgou;:rnﬂtm%rl“mp mare a majar ch‘allenge for the state
and said the Commission t}als1 ‘ampatlg;“tfcli c?nie rfreatlve idea of the
inister of giving Majull some § ;

Ew:fv?'i'll have to%voﬂ? on moreé tangibfe proppsals on MatofWe n\twiml
have to see what can ba done in the broader framework eta l:e
ecological Issues rah:}é"% to the Brahmaputra river. We need to take
a holistic view," he added.

Singh further said there are issues of losses the state suﬂ‘anagf %1“
o the transition to GST which have been brought to thp notice of the
Commission, ‘which will be studied in greater detalls’.

=we will have to have an appropriate kind of mechanism to einsurt:
that the recent growthfnt::;rns:m?algchleved by the state is no

bacause of this,” he !

ilglgzdamme losses the state suffered due o wﬂhdyawal of the
special category status, Singh sald the matter was pointed outﬂl:y
the state government though the issue ‘does not come under the
purview of the terms of reference of the commission’. -
“The 90:10 funding pattem in case of central schemes have n:(}
tampered with. But there are issues related to externally ald %l::{-

gcts, issues of uncertalnty and consequences ariaing out of aboli-
tion of the Planning Commission in terms of some of the davoluﬂotg
the Planning Commisston mads like plan assistances. We nae::.lr|

study these issues carefully before coming to a conciusion,” he

added. i oo

-
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” Finance Commission states
growth in education, health’

Staff Reportey, Guwahati, Apr 26: After
the meeting of the 15th Finance
Commission held at Administrative
Staff College on April 26 a press meet
was held from 6-00 p.m. In the press
meet Chairman of 15th Finance
Coromission NK Singh said that the
15th Finance Commission was formed

- varewEl - - -

on Z7th November 2017. According to
him, “In the Iast itwo years in Assam
there has ‘been growth in education,
health sectors.” In Assam revenue has
increased but still long way to go. The
per capita income in Assam is low as
compared to other States. There has

been quality Contd to Pg }1“(

oristhere.Thereareprob_lemsofﬂoods,

H e
: i i i er sect
of expenditure and farther expenditure requ%p:;ﬂ o GST. There will be w orks in B mhmaptma.

erosion. He said, “Majuli is been giving smportance.

There will be private investment and public private partnership. He on on key SCtors,

with Government of Assam,

political parties, Zila Parishads. There has been excelient preparati

nities, chiallenges. Presentin the press mect members SK Das, Dr. Anoop Singh, Dr. Ashok Lahiri, Dr. Ramesh

Chand, Chief Secretary Assam TY Das.

sp———
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The 15th Finance Commission will cover afive-year period from April 1, 2020, [

snd has to submit its final report by end of October, 2019.
: Singh s.ald_theStatehas made signification progress in the two-three years:
*in improving its own revenue®, meeting the “daunting sud ¥ t' fiecal targets

and mainmmng overall omic stability. i
* Singh pmnted_mmﬂnSmeneeds to improve the quality of expenditure by
f;.ugms on allotting more towards capital expenditure to meet the infrastructure

uircient. =
On power sector, Singh said, has been made in the power sector, but

what needs improv
mission and distribution losses and ensuring 100 per cent ns-
BgE.

Admitting that natural disastcss arc a major challenge for the State, Singh said

the_annnission has ‘empathy’ to the ‘creative idea of the Chief Minister of giving
Majuli some significance’. “We'll have to work on more tangible on that.
_We'llhave_mseewhncanhedonzinﬂiebroaderfmmcworkofmﬁreewlagical
.muegrelaungtode | Wennednotakcaholisticview."twadded.

f ﬁnmmddmm-inmofmmsamimmedductoﬂwmi-
tmntoGS'I_‘whichhavcbeenbmughtmthenoﬁceofmeConmﬁssim.‘“I'heywill
:smlum#sh.”m?:&Msz“KUMVemmvem i-
. m to cnsure recent growth momentum aclid

State is not slowed down because of this.” o eatomedes

ey AskedonthclosmlhesmesuﬁuedMemwiMawalofﬁ&specidc’ i

1wius, Siogh manet inted out by the State S0V :
W wn&#&xum;:mm%wofmgemdﬁmﬁmmmr

o ral schemses-has fiobeen
ot malldfce;nded projects, issucs of uncertainty
it Plapning Commission in toxms “?:
Vi ton made like plan assistances.
some of the devolution the Planning Commission an assis :
St sy e sues carchly before S a conclusion,” Sigh 23¢e%

a———

“Progress hask
ement is the power availability, while bringing down the trans- -

r—u-""

national average. He said that
the 90:10 funding patecrn in
case of central schemes has
‘not been with.
“I's a kong way to go for
the State to rialim its high
1 + 1 Besid
ing up with the all-India per cap-
Ilalhwomdusmdsoneeds
touatchupwithﬂlcnaﬁonqla\:,-
erage on some other key indi-.
fike education, healthetc.,
® Continued o page 9

STAFF REPORTER
GUWABATI, April 26:
Stating that the Assam Gov-
crnraent has made ‘significant
progress’ in achicviog accel-
erated growth rate in the last
two years, 1 5tk Finance Com-
mission Chairman NK Singh
said on Thursday that Assam
needs 1o grow at ‘more thao
doubie digit numbers’ in the
coming decade far its per cap- ot o
ita income to catch up with
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State needs

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATTI, April 26: Even as heac-
knowledged that Assam has made “sig- .
nificant progress” in achieving a much
higher growth rate in the last couple of
years, chairman of the 15th Finance Com-
mission NK Singh today said the State
needs to grow at “double digit numbers”
in the next decade for enabling its per
capita income to catch up with the na-

tional average.

He said Assam, over the last two/
three years, has made signification
progress “in IMproving its own revenue,
meeting the “daunting and difficult” fis-
cal targets and maintaining overall mac-
ro-economic stability.

“Butit is a long way to go for the state
to realise, its high growth potential. Be-
sides catching up with the all-India per
capital income, the State also needs to
catch up with the national average on

.,'-I' =

Cause of this,” e szig,

te

x

Singh said the

edout
| though

Asked about the losses the
/ of the special
hy the Stato

NK Singh addressing mediapersons

some other key indicators like education,

health, etc., particularly in terms of the
outcome,” Singh said, addressing a press
conference on the sidelines of a series of
meetings with stakeholders here. The
Fifteenth Finance Commission is on a

two-digit growth

rate

He also said the State needs to im-
prove the quality of expenditure, when
it comes to capital expenditure ag a per-
centage of total expenditure to meet the
“infrastructure requirement”.

“Strides have been made in the pow-

" er sector, but what needs improvement
is the power availability, while bringing
down the transmission and distribution
losses and ensuring 100 per cent com-
pulsory meter usage,” Singh said.

He admitted that natural disasters are
amajor challenge the State is facing and
said the commission has “empathy” to
the “creative idea of the Chief Minister
of giving Majuli some significance”.

“We will have to work on more tangi-
ble proposals on that. We will have to
see what can be done in the broader
framework of the entire ecological issues
relating to the Brahmaputra river We

(See page 4)

et

due towithdrawal 29

Matter Was point.  fnunce
Government

consolidation
fiscal

ning Commission in term
Son ‘e"ftbe}ieyduﬁmﬂ:epsrag

category status, view the current status of the

recommend a fiscal
road map for
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AZBRC visiting Assam
Guwahati, Apr 24: The Fifteenth
Finace Commission of the Govenirent
of Tndia is viciting Assam, fhwe gateway
1o the North Fast of india from 25th
2Tih April 2008 The Coruiission will
askess the sjate of the finunces of
Assam, its sodib-econumic challenge
and undemtand the efferis of the Stute
Covernment tu tackle thise. Asvamn, vl
Lute. has made visthle wmdcy (0 srowth
and socio-gcouEmic devehpment.
teunseending 1ts geopraplical and
historkeul challenme:, However here an:
significam oppostunities © 1of
accelerating the momentuin 1 the
State™s  health, cducationud and
ceunomic Contd to Pg H://

e . P m
~15™ FC visiting Assam

outcomes. Demographic diversines give rixe to myriad gocie-cultural conditions and cuntiggencics offenny
developmental challenpes of various forms. Notwathstanding recgn? prowth spurt, endemic structural 1ssucs need to
be acdressed in a time bounl manncr. During 3 day visit, the Finihee Commission led by the Chairman N.K.Singh,
Memibers ~Shaktikanta Das, Dr. Anoop Singh, Dr. Ashok Latun and Dr. Remesh Chand wall huve meetings with Chief
Minister, Ministers and other vfficials of e state. Detailed presentations will be made on the finances of the State
Government. The Commission will also meet leaders of varivus political partivs. Represenwstives of Autonomous

Councils. Representatives of Trade and Indusiry viz. Chambers of Commerce/ Assam branch of FICCT, Assam Byanch

of Indian Tea Association, and uthet stakeholders 10 understand the vpportunstics and the challenges i the state.

There will also be interustive session with Usban Locat Bodies and Panchayati Raj Instituiions. Assam is the second

statc thet will be visited by the Fifteenth Finance Commmssion, the first bemg Arunachal Pradesh. It & anintegral pan

of the agenda of the Finance Cummissionto visit different States. understund their devel ylrﬁqui.

their resoure: availability. and then finm up its conclusions. reconmendations and R::pun:/

https://mail.google.com/mailfu/Ofissarch! ASSAM/FMfegxvzL NXckMF ZkLdRkqq VLPZWiPDx?projector="1&messagePartld=0.2






10/31/2018 15th-FC_0005.jpg

PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

e GUWAHTI
1. Name of Paper : The Eastern Chronicle
2. Language :English
3. Periodicity : Daily
4. Place of Publication : Guwahati

5. Date of Publication H 5{ % /2018

Endemic Struetural issues nead 1 be addressed in2
{me bound mante in Assam: Fnance Commissian

15™ FINANCE COMMISSION IS VISITING ASSAM FROM APRIL 25-27

i P rowth momentum; ft will have to
first being Arunachal Pradesh. It is an In- by i kel

the
’ tegral part of the agenda of Commission to visit difer- Strides
cumémmdmﬁnmnmmd mmwmh mjm:}gmum "m“l’“’mm‘hﬂg‘im:
"‘“u M"‘m‘m‘mﬂ lndn“' m“"‘““"l resource avallabillty, and thon firm Lp its conckislons; recommen. e mnwb“a""ml o W""fﬁ

o Apri
25-27. Commission lod by the Chair. {0210 &nd Hepant per capita income of Assam ix sigrif-
mmwmmm- -mnmcmuMMbMMh-depmsmu iceutly lower than Al irdtia everage

Or Anocp Singh, Dr tha racent dovelopments and future jas of coonomic which Hself i [pwer than other
Ashok Lahirt and Dr Ramesh Chand mm«mmmmﬁ:mumdmmm emanging markets. Commission,

and Secretary Arvind along mmmm- that the Commission is schaduied therefore, woukd seex to explorm

mmmmwgt have in Assam during k= vist . mmmmmmmmﬁ
finances of Assam lstrative and other changes are

socic-aconomic challenges and un- fecessary by way of augmenting re-

y ELL
desstang the efforts of the Stats Gry- endemic strictirs] issues need to be 1,000 five births was higher than ail s0WTEs s proper
emment 0 teckde thaee. ad?_rm@dinaﬂmeboundmu India aversge (37 per 1,000 [iva memh

emal Mortafity

Notwithatanding,
} dovelopmen-  for has become important in the a7 india average of ¥ 1,03,870.
i chalenges of various forms, siale’s economy [n e recent past Commisgion recognises the cpecial
Notviithstanding recent growth spurt, Infartt Mortality Rate (M) at 47 poy characteristics of Assam  ang mmwﬁm“;m

https://mail.google.com/mati/u/0fsearch/ASSAMIFMfcgxvzLNXckMFZkLdRkqq VL PZWjPDx ?projector=1&messageParlid=0.2
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¢ Finance panel to

visit State from today

Concern over low per capita
income of Assam

STAFY KEPOXTER

GUWAHATI, April 24;
The: Fifweenth Finanee Com
ruisston will wisic Assam tront
April 25 w0 27,

The Commission led hy
the Chatrman NK Singh.
members Shuktixarta Das,
Ly Anoup Singh, D Ashok
Tahiri and Dr Ramesh Chend
ard sceretary Arvind Mehia
along with other oflicials will
arssess T stinte of The gk -
s 0f Avsam. 1S KIKI0-eco-
rymiv elelenes s under-
stand the efforts of the State
Government Lo feckk: these.

“Assam, of lale, has maxle
visihbe strdes i rowth znd
socin-econam:c develap-
ments mmscending 165 feo-
graphical and histodcal chal
tenges. However, there ane
significant opporunities for
accelerting the nwomentung
in the State"s realth, edoca.
tinal and economic vut
comes. Demegraphe diver-

sitivs give rise o myriad so-
¢in-culturzi condilions and
eentingenvies otfering devel-
opmiental challenges of vini-
g furnis, Notwitlsanding
rocent growth spure. endem

i atructural issues need to
Bz sy el i & gfeus hewund
manner,” a note from the
commssion mthe eve of the
visie stated.

The Lommission recug-
nizes the special characteris-
ticy uf Assun znd hotwils
atanding acceleration 1n
prwth momentum, it will
Tupwe M ke cnOMmmous de
velugpeasl sleiden kel up
with national averages par-
ticularly wilh respect w per
capita income, it said.

“Ir i 0 awtter of demeem
that per cipita income of As-
sam is significantly lower
e il IneEn nverage which
itsell is Jower thiw uthes
emerging markets. Uhe
Commission, therclure,

ihee mgn}.}/
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. augmmlim:nmﬁu-g ] E_';mtr
© andalsoils propes utilizete,”
t b note addedd.

: The Assam Tribune

: Guwahati

‘24 1,/ 2018

would seck 1o explare oppor

tunity of what structural, ad-
trnistntive and other chang-
©§ 2re necessary Uy way ol

Asmmisthe secomd stde that
will be vissied by Qe Fiftevstl
Finanoe Conunission, the fra
being Arweadil Fratesh,

The: Commiss:on will bave
meetiggs with the Chaef Mig-
ister Mindsters and other off
cials of the Stae, Deailed
presentatioss will he node oa
the linances of the State v
emment. The Cimamissing
will also mieers leawders of vad-
ons puliticas parties. repre
Sertatives of JulnOmMis orin
«ils, refresemanves o e
and islustry viz. Chambers ol
Commueree/Assam brmawh ol
FICCH Assam Browh of husli
an Tea Associnton. and oiher
stakcluklers to wwberstand e
oppormnitics znd the challeng-
s ip thee State. There will alse
be interactive seswion with Ur- |
beunt Lozl Budies e Pam by

att Raj lustitutions. //

m
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DURSPFCIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Guwahati: Members of the
15th Minance Commission, vis-
jting Assgm fir three days
from Wednosday, said the
state will have o make cnor-
mous developmend stridea to
coteh up with national aver-

nges.

The commission, ied by
ity chairman N.K. Singh,
will meot cheef minister Sar-

officials wnd

hananda Sonowal, mln'wm:i

varioms organisaitons to as
sosn the statn of the financos of
the swte, Iis sockreconomic
challengas and understand
1he efforts of the state povern
ment lo tackle thesr,

Axsam is the second szte
i be visitedl by the commis
shon, the first being
Pradesh

“It is 2 matier of concern
that the per capita incomo of
Aswnm is significontly lowor
than the all-india avernge,
which liself is lower than
other emerging markets. |t

: The Telegraph
:English

: Daily

: Guwahatt

267 412018

would seck toexplons opportu
nities of what structiral, ad-
ministretive and  other
changes are necessary by way
of augmenting resources
state and also its proper utlli-
vation,” the onmmission said
in axtatement

Admitting the  cpectai
characteristics  of  Assamn
and notwithstanding aceelera-
tlon In growth momenium,
the comnission sald jt will
have to muke enormous
strides W catch up with na-
Uonal averayes, particularly

with pespect 10 per capta in

CULnE,
It sz2ud though U state of
iate has made visible stridesin

of growth and socio-vennomic

development, endemic strug-
turn] issues noeds to He ad-
dressed i a time-bound man
ner.
Though the swate 1 rich
terras of oll, gas and other nat
ural resources, [ndusirialisy-
tion and wrbanisatinn remain
Limiter.

Ll monabiyy e und
malertal cnortakity rate 15

/Panel to study Assam finances

Razher tha {he natemal aver
age, life oxpectaney is Juwes
than the all India average and
g0t capita income of R 67.620
was lower than all India aver
age of Ns LIBETD

The cotrnisason will make
an tn-depth study of tho mem
developmants and future pos
sihillties of weanomic growtl
and developtnent of the statn
which wiilhe based on1he var
fous inteructions and meet
i{hws that the commission &
schoduled to have in ysan

durtn I m;.///

hitps:/fmail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/ASSAM/FMfcgxvzL NXckMFZkLdRkqqVLPZWijPDx?projector=1&messagePartid=0.2
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Finance panel here today,
to focus on state’s low PCI

cesof stateandalso its proper
utilization.”

The commissiony will bo
Ied by the chalrman N K
Singh, accompanied by mem-
bers Shaktikants

Das, Anvop
Singh, Ashok Lahirl and Ra-
mesh Chand and secretary
Arvind Mehta along with
other officials,

] ‘The Commissop will ha-
+ vemeetings with thachiefmi-

ted thatthe domogimp-  mennunof growth, rious political paniu;m
hicdiversitiesgiveriksiomy- An officia] statement on :-mtm

1 the eve of the commisslon’s
thons and conl offe ikt stated, "Nt b o matierof deandlncuswmmherm
ring concern that per caplta luco-  keholders to understand the
challenges dvlﬂmﬂ'm me of Assam fx significantly  opportunities and the cha)-
ad undertined lower than all-fndin averagoe  lenges in the sinte {14}

recont ywth  which, itxel, f3 kower than  also be interzctive sés

withstanding

spurt, endemic 12 othwr emerging marksts.  with urban tocal

sacaneed to ina  Commission, thorefore, wn.  panchayatirsiin
time#-bound manner®'ft has  uld sank fo explore opportu- Asgam is tho state
flagged the m’m nlty of what structoral, ad-  thet will be visitod by ther 180k
o at (o e e changes are nocomsary by nmm,miﬁig
ving significant opportuniti <
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